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Researcher

 Discovery of the “Fraunhofer
lines” in the solar spectrum

Inventor

 New methods for processing 
lenses

Entrepreneur

 Director and partner in a 
glassworks

© Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft

“Fraunhofer lines”

© Deutsches Museum

Joseph von Fraunhofer (1787 – 1826)
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24 000 people work at 69 places for innovation

The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft undertakes applied research of direct utility 
to private and public enterprise and of wide benefit to society. 

24,000 staff

More than 70%
is derived from contracts 
with industry and from 
publicly financed 
research projects.

Almost 30%
is contributed by the 
German federal and 
Länder Governments.
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€2.1 billion
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€1.8 
billion

Major infrastructure 
capital expenditure and 
defense research
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 Subsidiary, Center, Project Center
 Representative / Marketing Office, Senior Advisor

Dubai

Bangalore

Jakarta

Beijing Seoul

Cairo

Santiago de Chile

Singapore

Brussels

Porto

Vienna

Bolzano Graz

Wrocław

Gothenburg

Salvador

Paris

São Paulo
Campinas

Stellenbosch

Boston
Plymouth

East Lansing
San José

Newark
Storrs

Glasgow

SouthamptonDublin

Budapest

Tokyo

Sendai

Osaka

Pretoria

JerusalemCollege Park

Vancouver

LondonHamilton

Zur Lavon

Kuala Lumpur

Subsidiary, Center, Project Center
Representative Office, Senior Advisor, Joint Lab

Naples

Worldwide cooperation with the best
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Health and Environment

Communication and Information

Production and Services

Mobility and Transportation

Energy and Resources

Safety and Security

Fraunhofer research covers future challenges

e.g. tissue engineering,
smart cities of the future

e.g. electric mobility, 
autonomous driving

e.g. big data analytics, AR/VR
next generation internet, 5G,
Artificial Intelligence

e.g. renewable energy,
resource efficiency

e.g. cyber security,
rescue robotics,
advanced sensor 
systems, cyber 
security, encryption

e.g. internet of things / Industry 4.0,
smart robotics, human-machine interaction
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1992

mp3 

Music data 
compression

Fraunhofer highlights:
New products – new markets – new jobs

2000

2009

2012

2013

2016+

New video 
format allows 
live streaming 

World record: 
41 %
Efficiency rate 
of solar cell

2013: 44,7 % 

World record:
- 35 %
Energy in 
automobile 
body 
construction

Dandelion as a 
replacement 
for rubber in 
car tires

Industrie 4.0,

Industrial Data 
Space

Autonomous 
systems

Bioinformatics

…

The Fraunhofer mission = Innovation
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SME (1-250 employees) 
60% of customers (≈3500)
30% of revenues

Mid-size comp. (>251 empl.)
30% of customers (≈2000)
30% of f revenues

Large corp. (>10001 empl.) 
10% of customers (≈500)
40% of revenues

Exklusive Research with Industry –
from SME to Big Companies (customers 2015)
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Fraunhofer´s motivation is more relevant than ever

„I have to set aside everything in my scientific 

endeavours which does not further the product.“

Joseph von Fraunhofer

(correspondence with entrepreneur Utzschneider)

© Deutsches Museum


